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-* floorco: la iurtriaa Gorwrnnobt official* * 

. ‘ . ’ • ' *■ 
Tbo following la a fro* translation oft rapert which *u or*Dar*d br-aa 

• A**»*»l*n CoYomawt «play*w at th* r^uait of CL 

^1 jfuch of thia laforxitlco la w*U knonbvx. uj* raport ia puowanea 
alncV it rapraaanta tha rlaV^olnt of tbo Klflljtxyof th* Interior. 

*' 1 » Inotbar ^Boaajan Party^j^tf^ ldolf^laT^ ^f ^tloaal Uini appeared on.* 
/tha inetiian political aeon# in tha early .part of 1950* la «ip*«t*d * 

. thia drfaniaatioo haa fall ad to *xa!a infXueoce .oo *wta bli*h *d grewpa* 

• ■. . 

2* It la a well/fcaown fact that.Dr* 31rrik # -a* • ■balutat 1 Hul la according 
to p retailing d*-VaxifleaUoa l***>o*bltf to tarn* of fie 1*1 laadonhip of 
tb* league* For thia ruaoo fo — «u uaad ia th* flrat leader 
' of th*' League, than later oo* fci tar doth of that* mn w*r*u»«r* 

figurehead*. Mower* r thll aitoatico'char^ad when tba foza*r laodtaohoano 
of th* TdD of,lo«*r luatrla, gf x£± jail fro* Baden. Joinad tha 
la ticcal. League with 10 prominent aaah *r» froa Lower iawtrla. Haidnor, 

• aMnfcll* . was a lac tad Buadaaoboan la th*. General laaeably of 1 Oetober 
1950 and(Pr.) Htrberfc&arttiagir of Craa hla depc t/» # 

- 3 / Th* Original projpra* of ;th* laapii aa axtrwaoly K a l d n *r and hla 

oollwagu**, bo*enrer, hir* 09 * art forth a soft procla* ptpfroate th* 

League whioh includes th* following point** v > 



leutrality for inetri* / ^ 

tapprochaaant with th* Tart ■ 

B*ori*nt*Uco of la atria 1 a foreign trad* by ab aod oo Mn t of th* 
Marshall FUa and eipamloa of trad* relation* with 
nation*. *; ^ 

• nanwd aconMy** »• \ 

tapaal of latlecal Sodallrt law** 

Immolation of all polltiaal tradition* with th* aottoi 
*7or**rdto th* final, print lpl*. Fe*l nationally! ' 

Think internationally! lot socially!* 

* •• , */ . r * . 
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In order to gain adherents for this program the national leadership of 
,the League has called an appreciably large number of Meetings in Vienna, 
and Lower Austria. The. League is 'trying to draw support primarily frca • 
N ex-Nasls, former officers who harw no source of incone and all 'those 
who are now disillusioned with the VdJ (league of Independents)* Actually 
eery few people, usually 10. to 30 persons, attend these meetings and 
’ conferences* According to available inforrcatlon, the National League 
has acquired .only A few recruits in the course of the^e meetings. In fact 
some of those who have been invited to National league, conferences have 
* spoken .out against the League's pre-Sovltt policies. . Although they have* 
urged the League \o U^e in independent aiend^they have if anything, in- 
dicated their sympathies with, the Vest* As k result these meetings hare 

proved detrimental to the interests of thy National League* 

. • m 9 

;In addition to bolding Meetings, the. National League. also recruits members' 
by dispatching -its agents to peoply who either hare , the reputation of - 
being "die-hard" fightera or who -played a special role during the Nasi ere, 

' and ore now *in critical strait a as, A result of their activities during' 
the. Real regime*. The League appeals to the forcer ££ offering, then prospects 
of regaining political or military prestige, and to the* latte? it promises 
’ opportunities for. making e living and particularly the assurance of personal 
security with regard to the Soviet Occupation Forces*. In this connection 
it should be noted that the National League has made overtures to the. . 
pwLtical prisoners in .Stein 'and has offered to help those prisoners who 
^Atffhelng detained at the request of the Russians* This type of "recruit- 
ing Ir- natural ly not calculated to bring about mass results**' Obviously'* ’ 
to* National Xe ague; at least at- present does not Intend to foa e large . 
party* Instead, it la aiming. towards the establishment of a revolutionary 
cadre organisation. * y . . 

Following are a few conclusions regarding- present relations between the 
National Lrfagce and Soviet authorities in Austria! * 

4 ^ ' * % * •• 

ya* there is no question that the National Leag ue r as h receptacle 
.*• for National Socialist thugs who have unsavory political records, 

» ' oen duly develop, its activities in the face of Communist attacks 
* and existing de-Naaiileation lips because it is assured -of 

tolerance, if not encouragement from the Soviet Occupation Forces* - 

* • 

* ’ i * 

b* It' has-been frequently r ported that considerable financial ’ 
assistance has been or will be placed at the disposal of the 
. National league by the Russians* .Slavik, himself, denies that - 
the League has received backing from the Soviets and he aain^ 
tains that be is finenfed by voluntary gifts mazy of which 
• come from persons ?bo are trying to 'insure' themselves for 
things to eoae* This i* entirely possible, fo£ the League* Ns 
* agents are. not reluctant to advertise their good relatione with 
--the Russians* ‘-In fact,* the Lttgua operates on the premise that 
- • it is the cne organisation which win not only .keep Austria 
neutral in ease of an Xast-Nest conflict but will also be eble^ 
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to .protect its ooD-Coosunist oeabers'froa the C^nnini s t • * 
because of ito, good relations with the Soviets. It is .quite 
conceivable that tKie sort of argument will win edherents 
1 fro* the ranke of those Austrians who ee’ek security for the* 
future. .It la also certain that this kind of propaganda la not 
only being tolerated by the Rue si ana but also hat their approval. 

e. Oo the other hand, there haa been no evidence that the Russian* / 

are ready to extend sore than sympathy to the League, for 
example, In spite of all the League 1 * effort* the Russian* hare 
not released e single political prisoner froa Stein., 

. . • ^ 

d. This contradiction between the League's propaganda and the 
actual attitude of the Ruaaiana preepts the question as to 
whether the League really is an important political factor. 

TMa question cust be answered in the affirmative because, the * 

Russians regard the League as another, device for splitting the 
Austrians' will to reslat. 

JX 

** The Austrian Cowainlst Party has the. task of underlining the % 
foundations of the Socialist Party; the Democratic Union has 
Soviet approval because it seeos to offer *an opportunity to create * 
coafbaioo among the Catholics; the League, the Soviets believe, . 
can exploit Rationalist circles, end the ore sent crisis in the . 

.. TdD 1* apparently offering a elailar opportunity. A 

* It Is possible, however/ that the inecopetency of the Cocrsmlst 
Hrtfatr hup alerted the Soviets to be on the lookeut^fqr another 
partner, ofiinother stooge,. who can AceoapUsh* certain tasjfe which 
ythe Conaainlsta cannot handle. The Soviets' experiences in the 
v ^stera Zon4 of Germany aa> pliy a part in this regard. 



7*. According' to too#* reports and to certain statements made by League functionaries, 
/ft most as some \that the Soviets nay plan to asalgz^ certain police functions 
to nedbere of this League during: the initial stages of a .Soviet, attempt to 
r \ seise power in Jtuatria. The people with thorn the Rational League la aost con- 
*. corned are those whose live* have beeii' uprooted, people who are ready for 
anything, end *o -acquired the 'necessary training *«ad -experience in the Baal 
Party or German military organ! lation*. * 

8* All this leads to the following 'general coneltfjaioosi * 

t ' * * * . 4 

The Rational League, with only 3,000 to ’4,000 members in Austria, has little 
* Influence on tbs Austrian people at the present time and it is not likely to' 
develop into a large. organisation In the future. * Individual* in the Rational 
. League are ^re dangerous than the entire organisation which offers no real 
threat to democratic order in Austria, nevertheless the League and ajl those 
dbo are affiliated with it should be* closel/ v watched by the security authorities _ 
A* well as the Peplea* and** Socialist Parties* 
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